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the police force of Iraq. We could not
even have a buy America provision and
give them M-16s or something made in
the United States of America. These
things are not going to benefit the
American people. | do not believe they
are going to protect our troops. Our
troops need the flak vests, they needed
armored Humvees. They need rides all
the way home. They need some basic
things they are not getting. And none
of the billions in this bill are going to
that either.

But this amendment that | would
have offered, | went to the Committee
on Rules, and | asked to have it made
in order. | said just allow us a vote. All
we want is a simple vote up or down, do
the Members of this House think it is
at least as important to invest in the
economic reconstruction and stimula-
tion of this country, putting people to
work, unemployment benefits, roads,
bridges, highways, hospitals, schools,
health care. That would have been a
statement from this Congress where we
would have put more than a million
people back to work by matching the
investment in Irag.

But | have been shut down by the Re-
publican majority, the majority Com-
mittee on Rules. | am not being al-
lowed to offer that amendment. And
that is too bad because | think a ma-
jority, a large majority of the Amer-
ican people would support such an
amendment.

There has been a lot of hypocrisy
here tonight. People who said they sup-
ported loans instead of grants, but then
when they were given finally an oppor-
tunity to vote for a loan instead of a
grant, those who stood bravely here
and said they would support a loan in-
stead of a grant and were denied a vote
by the Republican majority, their own
party, when they were given a chance
to vote on a Democratic amendment
for loans versus grants, they voted no.
And | hope they are held to account by
their constituents.

I hope people are held to account by
their constituents for the fact that this
House, the people’s House, the Repub-
lican majority, are refusing to allow us
to vote on matching investments, in-
vesting in our country, in our people,
in our infrastructure, in our economy,
at least comparable to that which we
are borrowing to invest in Irag.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
MUSGRAVE). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. BURTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. FEENEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FEENEY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

————
EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Madam Speaker, | ask unanimous con-
sent to claim the time of the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) on my
behalf.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

———

AMENDMENTS TO THE SUPPLE-
MENTAL APPROPRIATIONS BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Madam Speaker, I want to associate
myself with the remarks of my col-
league, the gentleman from Oregon
(Mr. DEFAZzI0) who just spoke in the
well and fully agree with him that we
should have been given an opportunity
to make the same kind of investments
in America that we are prepared now
and voting on to make in Iraq. | think
we owe it to the American people. We
owe it to our economy. We owe it to
our families.

Earlier, just a few minutes ago our
colleague, the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. McDERMOTT), spoke about
the realities of the war taking place in
Iraq and the real impact on the young
men and women who are there fighting
that war, fighting the continued hos-
tilities that rain down on them on a
daily basis, many, many times a day.

He has, like so many of us, had the
honor and the privilege to visit with
some of our soldiers who have returned
home in a wounded condition, in many
instances in a severely wounded condi-
tion. Young men and women who are
now amputees, in some cases multiple
amputees, who have been received at
Walter Reed Hospital for their care.

When you meet these young men and
women, you are honored to be in their
presence. You are honored by their de-
cision to take part in our Armed
Forces. But we have not served them
well with the plan that currently exists
for postwar Irag. We did not serve them
well in the first days and weeks and
the months since this ceasing of hos-
tilities in Irag with the formal fight-
ing.

And | would like to read a letter from
a young man from my district who is
part of a military police unit. He sent
this letter to me after he talked with
me on the phone from Baghdad. And |
want to quote part of the letter begin-
ning with, he says, ‘“Now, | feel it is my
duty as an American to point out a few
simple facts to the people who depend
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on me and my compatriots to be
strong, reliable soldiers in the National
Guard. First of all, often when my
military police unit discovers large
caches of weapons, 80 millimeter rock-
ets, mortars, and rocket-propelled gre-
nades, we are ordered to leave them
where we found them, completely unse-
cure, waiting to fall in the hands of the
enemy. The reason? There are not
enough EODs, explosive ordnance dis-
posal teams available. So dangerous
weapons that are used to kill Ameri-
cans are left just to sit there. Imagine
how frustrating it is to walk away
from the weapon cache as neighbor-
hood children climb and play on it,
hoping beyond hope that yours won’t
be the life taken by something in that
ile.

P ““Secondly, it may surprise you that
many of us do not even have bullet-
proof vests and that everyone in my
unit is driving an old first-generation
Humvee, and, also, that does not repel
bullets. My unit was on the ground in
Irag for a month without vests. Our
communications equipment is archaic.
Regular Army personnel have all of the
up-to-date equipment, National Guard
gets the leftovers.

“‘Our unit is now west of Baghdad liv-
ing in a disgusting old prison that,
among many other things, is an asbes-
tos nightmare. Will there be health
care available for those when we come
home ill? Probably not since the Vet-
erans Administration budget has al-
ready been trimmed by $1 billion. |
would be willing to bet that the offi-
cials who gave the thumbs up to ex-
tending the National Guard tours for 6
months to 1 year wouldn’t have done so
if they had been in Iraq facing the very
dangers that we do every day. Morale
has begun to go downhill pretty darn
fast and we are likely to crash if the
extension stays in effect.”

That is a letter from a young soldier
who puts his life in harm’s way every
day doing his duty as ordered by this
country. One of the things he points
out is that the National Guard units
are now showing up in the theater of
combat in lIraq with inferior equip-
ment. Hopefully, tomorrow we will
have made in order an amendment by
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
TAUSCHER) and myself that will take
some of the money from the hunt for
weapons of mass destruction because
we add 600 million new dollars to con-
tinue this quest where we found no
weapons, we would take $300 million of
that and transfer that to the National
Guard so that no longer will we send
these young people and these military
police units that are from my district
and from the West Coast to go into
harm’s way in a Humvee that is a first
generation.

The National Guard, which we are
going deeper and deeper into calling up
them, and the Army Reserve, ought to
be able to go in with the same first-
class equipment as the Regular Army.
These are not second-class citizens. We
are relying on them to do a job in Irag.
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